T he theme of this year's Amer ican Occupational Health Conference will be " G lobal Perspective: United by the Past, Challenged by the Future." The conference, open to all occupational health professionals from a variety of settings, including corporations, un iversities, and government agencies, will be held in Washington, D.C. at the Sheraton Washington Hotel.
Various topics will be covered, including clinical practice, management, research, the environment, OSHA regulations, ethics, and law. Poster sessions will be offered for attendees to view new techniques and programs . First lady Barbara Bush has been invited as the keynote speaker.
"We are using this year's conference to celebrate the 50th anni versary of AAOHN and to introduce an international perspective, " said Ann Cox, associate executive director of AAOHN. "We are offering an international flavor to the conference and meetings by bringing in international speakers who will speak from their own perspectives."
According to Cox, other goals of the conference are to provide an understanding of the arena within which occupational health nurses work, and to give professional de velopment, career enhancement, and other opportunities through the exhibits.
Places to See
After conference activities, attendees will be able to take advantage of the many tourist attractions located in Washington and the surrounding area. Visitors can see internationally known attractions such as the White House; the U.S. Capitol; the Lincoln, Jefferson, and Vietnam Veterans memorials; the Washington Monument; the 13 museums of the Smithsonian Institution; and major shopping areas in the refurbished Union Station and trendy Georgetown.
For those who prefer outdoor activities, Washington offers the National Zoo, the National Arboretum Constitution Gardens, Rock Creek Park, and numerous other parks.
To recuperate from busy days, visitors can experience Washington's diverse dining choices. Restaurants in the city offer classic American, French, Cajun, Far East, and Continental cuisine, as well as ethnic tastes from nearly every other nation. .
.~.
Committee Activities Local Conference Coordinating Committee Chair
Kemlee White is enthusiastic about the upcoming event. "We're working hard to get things prepared for an excellent conference," she said. A hospitality suite will be available for attendees who want to relax and network with nurses from other regions.
Continuing Education Courses
Over 100 continuing education courses will be available to AAOHN members attendees this year. As in the past, the courses will cover a variety of topics related to occupational health career enhancement, said Ann Cox. Join with other AAOHN members in recognizing top achievers in the profession. The following distinguished awards will be bestowed at a special ceremony.
Clinical Awards-Two awards presented to individuals whose clinical activity, described in an abstract, demonstrates a significant contribution to the practice of occupational health nursing.
Research Awards-Two research grants, Otis Clapp and Mary Louise Brown, presented to registered nurses in the process of planning or early stages of conducting research related to occupational health nursing or the improvement of occupational health.
Charles J. Turcotte Academic Scholarship
Award-Presented to an occupational health nurse as financial support for an academic education activity.
AAOHN Medique Leadership Award-Presented to an occupational health nurse who has demonstrated leadership activities and outstanding service to the profession of occupational health nursing. Award is to be used as financial support to attend the Conference of Presidents.
Golden Pen Award-Presented to the author/ association member of the best manuscript accepted for publication in the AAOHN JOURNAL. Sponsored by SLACK, Inc.
Education Awards-Presented to AAOHN constituent associations for excellence in continuing education programming.
Newsletter Award-Presented to AAOHN constituent associations for excellence in newsletter content and design.
Membership Awards-Presented to AAOHN constituent associations for excellence in membership retention.
Constituent Association of the Year Award-Presented to the constituent association that demonstrates excellence in overall association program areas.
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Registration Information
Conference program and registration information were mailed with this issue of the AAOHN JOURNAL. If you would like more information or did not receive a program, please contact: AAOHN 50 Lenox Pointe, Atlanta, GA 30324, or call (800) 241-8014 (in Georgia, call (800) 878-1162). 
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